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April 29 marked 100 days of Joe Biden 
as president of the United States. That’s 
not very long, but he’s done a lot of 

damage in that short time.
Biden has already established a pattern of 

attacks on the protections afforded law-abiding 
citizens in this country. And he’s been particularly 
focused on eroding the Second Amendment. 
Attempting directly to repeal the amendment 
wouldn’t work, but he will engage in any other 
measures designed to hollow out our natural 
right to defend ourselves and our families.

He pushes his gun-control agenda constantly, 
including during his recent joint address to the 
U.S. Congress. One of his primary tactics is to 
cloud the issue with lies and character attacks. 
He claims, for example, that most gun owners 
support further restrictions on gun rights; he 
pretends that gun manufacturers are free of 
liability suits, and he acts as if responsible gun 
owners are the cause of crimes. 

His staff provides him with talking points 
that include inflated numbers of firearms-related 
homicides from highly suspect sources. He also 
has a habit of conflating homicide statistics with 
suicides to significantly beef up the numbers of 
firearms-related deaths. If you object to what he 
mislabels as “common sense”—if you stand up 
for the U.S. Constitution—Biden and the entire 
radical-left machinery behind him behave as if 
you’re some sort of rabid fascist.

Biden’s lying is so bad that even left-leaning 
media outlets finally decided to call him out 
on some of the claims he’s made; for example, 
Biden claimed that at gun shows “you can buy 
whatever you want and no background check.” 
He wants people to believe that gun shows are 
somehow free of the regulations that apply at 
gun stores, but this is simply not true. Regardless 
of venue, all licensed firearms dealers are 
required by law to run background checks. And 
anyone regularly engaging in firearms sales is 
required to become a licensed dealer, and thus 
to run background checks, even at gun shows. 
Targeting this aspect of the firearm market is 
certainly not going to decrease crime in any 
meaningful way. But it does help further consoli-
date power in the federal government.

Biden calls gun violence “a public-health 
crisis.” One mainstream-media fact-checker 
suggested that he might be trying to correlate 
violence from armed criminals with the coro-
navirus pandemic. Certainly, if he could sell 
that correlation, government authorities could 
possibly gain broad powers around firearms 
they wouldn’t otherwise have, making it one 
of the most dangerous of Biden’s claims. At 
the least, claiming violence related to guns is a 
public-health crisis could allow him to weaponize 
the CDC to claim that science supports further 

gun-control measures—even though many 
studies, even ones funded by the Obama/Biden 
administration, show just the opposite.

Biden also acts as if taking certain kinds 
of “scary-looking” firearms from law-abiding 
gun owners would make this country safer, 
but in reality, the criminal use of these rifles is 
extremely rare. Plus, these guns operate exactly 
the same as any other legal gun and are very 
commonly owned. Once again, we can see that 
decreasing crime is not the real focus—if it were, 
Biden’s administration would work on improving 
the dangerous situations in big cities that 
consistently account for the bulk of murders.

Let’s also not forget his falsehoods on the 
Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act 
(PLCAA). Biden may not understand guns very 
well, but he certainly should understand the 
PLCAA, given that he was a senator when it was 
debated and passed. The PLCAA shields gun 
manufacturers and related businesses only from 
frivolous lawsuits, but Biden claims that it shields 
them from all liability for their products. He 
wants the PLCAA reversed so gun-grabbers can 
sue manufacturers out of existence, effectively 
eradicating Second Amendment rights without 
the messy legal process of actually amending 
the U.S. Constitution. In fact, Biden wants the 
PLCAA upended so badly, he said if he could ask 
God for one thing, that would be it. That fervent 
wish makes sense only in the context of disman-
tling the Second Amendment.

Biden’s not all talk, either. He has issued 
executive orders for further gun control, 
targeting so-called “ghost guns” and stabilizing 
braces, and suggesting a model for “red-flag” 
laws, which turn due process on its head and 
leave dangerous people free to harm others. 
Biden’s nominee for the head of the ATF is 
gun-control advocate David Chipman, who 
has a long, controversial history that should 
give anyone pause. Biden’s administration is 
also applying significant pressure on Congress 
and the U.S. Supreme Court, threatening to 
remove the filibuster and to pack the court 
with left-leaning, anti-gun justices.

So, what can we conclude from Biden’s first 
100 days in office? Well, he is working hard to 
keep his campaign promises and appease the rad-
ical element of his party. Unfortunately, it seems 
that he wants his legacy to be undoing the protec-
tions our Founders put into the U.S. Constitution 
to protect us from tyranny and democide.

There is only one group that has the strength 
in numbers to stand up to this assault on freedom. 
That is, of course, your NRA. Be sure that you are 
staying engaged and active in the public policy 
arena. Why? Because we have a country to save!

One Hundred Days Of Biden
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By Joseph P. 
DeBergalis, Jr.
Executive Director, 
General Operations

S ince its inception 150 years ago, the 
National Rifle Association has supported 
and organized competitions in pursuit of 

its goal to increase marksmanship skills. The 
cherished tradition of competition will continue 
this summer at the world-class ranges of Camp 
Atterbury, where the NRA has partnered with the 
State of Indiana to conduct the 2021 National 
Championships. Here, I would like to focus on 
this important event that is part of the NRA’s 
history of leadership in competitive shooting.

The NRA High Power Rifle Nationals 
have been held annually since 2017 at Camp 
Atterbury, an active Indiana National Guard base 
about 45 minutes south of Indianapolis. Last 
year, the Smallbore and Precision Pistol Nationals 
were set to join High Power Rifle there, re-uniting 
the NRA National Championships at a single 
venue, but this was delayed due to COVID-19. 
I’m looking forward to the matches this summer 
at Camp Atterbury, where the Indiana National 
Guard and NRA match officials have been work-
ing tirelessly to prepare the facility for the debut 
of Smallbore Rifle and Precision Pistol. NRA 
members and competitors can be proud of the 
partnership between our association, the State of 
Indiana, and Camp Atterbury.

The NRA is no stranger to hard work in 
keeping the National Matches afloat, especially 
during the early years. In 1912, when the 
National Board for the Promotion of Rifle 
Practice concluded that Army maneuvers 
conflicted with the proposed National Matches 
schedule that year, the NRA held firm and 
conducted its own championships at Sea Girt, 
independent of the War Department. By doing 
this, the NRA ensured the continuity of the 
trophies and maintained the National Matches 
legacy. And, in 1914, another year when it faced 
a lack of military support to conduct a combined 
National Match, the NRA conducted its own 
National Divisional Matches with events held 
across the country. Nearly a century later, the 
NRA continues to anchor summer competitions 
with its National Championships.

These championships, and all NRA sanctioned 
competitions, would not be possible without the 
unwavering support of the members of our NRA 
Board who lead the committees responsible for 
the oversight of the shooting sports, and the 
many dedicated volunteers, including my good 
friend and distinguished rifleman Hap Rocketto. 
You will be proud to know that the hardworking 
employees at our headquarters in Fairfax in the 
Competitive Shooting & Law Enforcement divi-
sions are operating across department lines to 
ensure another year of successful comradery and 
competition at the firing line.

For the 2021 NRA National Championships, 
shooting will commence with the NRA 
Smallbore Rifle Championships at Camp 
Atterbury starting July 6 through July 18. The 
Championship will include 3-Position, Metric 
Position, Conventional Position, Prone and 
F-Class, and Metric Prone and F-Class.

After Smallbore Rifle, the NRA Precision 
Pistol Nationals at Camp Atterbury will 
begin July 20 and end July 25. The schedule 
includes the .22 LR Championship, Centerfire 
Championship and .45 ACP Championship, 
along with the Team Matches.

As for High Power Rifle, the 2021 NRA 
Mid-Range, Long-Range, F-Class Long-Range, 
F-Class Mid-Range and International Fullbore 
Championships will also be conducted at Camp 
Atterbury. The matches will begin July 23 and 
run through Aug. 29. In addition, the Extreme 
Long-Range (ELR) Championship is slated to 
return on Aug. 20, prior to the High Power 
Across-the-Course matches. This popular ELR 
event that debuted in 2017 at Camp Atterbury 
is a must for shooters looking to engage targets 
at one mile and beyond.

I wish all competitors well as they compete 
and put their skills to the 
test this summer! For more 
information about the 2021 
NRA National Championships 
at Camp Atterbury, please 
visit competitions.nra.org.

2021 NRA National Championships 

Joining NRA-affiliated state 
associations supports NRA’s 

mission in your state. 

GET INVOLVED TODAY!
GO VISIT

stateassociations.nra.org
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2021 NRA National 
Matches At Camp 

Atterbury
Reprint Permission granted by NRA Shooting Sports USA
By John Parker

Additional details on the 2021 NRA National Matches at Camp Atterbury have been released, 
including the preliminary match program. If you haven't registered yet, please visit https://
competitor.nra.org/Register.aspx 

For starters, two of the most experienced tournament officials in the history of NRA 
championships will be at the helm this summer—Mid Tompkins and Kenn Boyd. Tompkins 
will be the match director for the High Power and Smallbore Championships, while Boyd will 
be in the same role for the Precision Pistol Championship. Tompkins needs little introduction, 
as one of the winningest competitors in the history of rifle shooting. As for Boyd, he has been a 
longtime Precision Pistol referee and match official at both the NRA Pistol Championships and 
the Bianchi Cup.

The NRA High Power, Precision Pistol and Smallbore National Championships at Camp 
Atterbury will be supported by the Indiana State Rifle and Pistol Association (ISRPA). As the 
NRA conducts its High Power, Precision Pistol and Smallbore National Championships, the 
ISRPA will be holding concurrent events that will be open to all shooters.

Regarding base access, previous competitors at Camp Atterbury will notice a big difference—
the base's main gate at Cyclone Street is closed due to renovation. Follow the detour signs to the 
Schoolhouse Road Gate entrance.

At base entry, each person will need to have a driver’s license or official government issued ID 
available for inspection. In addition, be sure to check out the Indiana National Guard Camp 
Atterbury COVID-19 policies.

The NRA also has its own statement regarding COVID-19 and the 2021 NRA National 
Championships.

While the COVID-19 pandemic continues, competitor and staff safety is our primary concern. 
The NRA will follow federal, state and local regulations during this summer’s events. It is 

Feature Story

possible that due to COVID-19 the NRA and 
ISRPA events may become altered in order to 
promote better safety or remain compliant. It 
is possible that any or all of our events may 
become altered or at worse canceled due to the 
pandemic impact or significant changes. We do 
not anticipate canceling this summer’s events. 
We will continue to monitor the federal, state 
and local regulations and issue and issue further 
statements as needed.

As for lodging, there are several options. 
The most convenient are on-base, with Camp 
Atterbury offering hotel-style buildings with 
suites, along with standard rooms, and “open 
military squad bay”-style quarters available 
by reservation. Camp Atterbury also offers a 
limited number of RV spots, plus the MWR 
campground and cabins. Something to note: 
Lodging is controlled by the Camp Atterbury 
Lodging Office, not the NRA.

Dates for the First Shot Opening Ceremonies 
and the Awards Ceremonies will be posted 
on-site at the Statistical and Awards Offices.

To view the preliminary match program, 
go to this link. For the latest updates on 
Camp Atterbury and the 2021 NRA National 
Championship, subscribe to the free SSUSA 
Insider newsletter.
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the initiative of Wingate and others.

In the early 20th century, during the 
presidencies of Theodore Roosevelt and 
William Howard Taft—both of them NRA 
members—Congress created and then 
expanded the Civilian Marksmanship Program 
(CMP) to foster voluntary training. The NRA 
was Congress’s chosen agent to promote 
safety training and to distribute surplus U.S. 
military arms to patriotic citizens at low cost.

The NRA had helped prepare the American 
citizen-soldiers who would win the Spanish-
American War in 1898 and then World 
War I in 1917-18. But the gravest danger 
to the survival of American liberty came 
in World War II. The NRA stepped up with 
massive support for arms training in the 
Army and Navy, plus a basic rifle training 
program for Americans about to be 
inducted into the military. Because of the 
NRA, American victory came sooner and 
more servicemen returned home alive.

Having been founded and led by illustrious 
Civil War generals, such as Ambrose Burnside, 
Winfield Scott Hancock and Ulysses S. 
Grant, the NRA’s attitude on civil rights was 
both unsurprising and unusual. The NRA 
resolutely refused to impose any sort of racial 
discrimination in membership or activities.

Yet the NRA and the CMP came under 
attack from politicians who resented the 
NRA’s effectiveness in resisting gun-control 
bills. So, in 1965, the CMP was subjected 
to an independent audit by the Arthur D. 
Little company. The Little report found that 
NRA/CMP gun clubs produced members 
who were more likely to enlist, to prefer 
a combat unit emphasizing rifle use, to 
achieve high marksmanship scores during 
basic training and to become military 
marksmanship instructors. Not a single 
NRA/CMP gun had been used in a crime. As 
more Americans were being sent to fight 
the Vietnam War, NRA gun clubs built their 
skills to prevail in combat and return home.

Ever since 1871, the NRA has brought more 
and more training to the American people, 
including for concealed carry, hunter 

safety, law enforcement and many other 
disciplines. Skilled American soldiers and 
skilled American self-defenders are part of 
the seamless garment of American freedom. 
For a century and a half, the NRA has ensured 
that sacred fire of liberty that was ignited 
on July 4, 1776, will always burn bright.

Pictured top page left: Gen. George Wingate 
organized the New York Public School Athletic 
League, which trained school children in 
the safe and effective use of rifles, and 6,000 
young marksmen were involved by 1907.

Pictured below: General George WingateNRA Training Programs Have Long 
Protected American Freedom

Reprinted with Permission from 
America's First Freedom
By David Kopel

On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental 
Congress adopted the Declaration of 
Independence of the United States of 
America. The delegates knew their cause 
was righteous, but they didn’t know if 
they could defeat the standing army of 
the world’s most-powerful empire.

Americans hoped their superior arms skills 
would make the difference. In a letter written 
on June 19, 1775, James Madison predicted 
that Virginia’s riflemen would defeat the 
British Redcoats before the Redcoats could 
approach close enough to use their muskets. 
In Virginia’s upland counties, Madison 
wrote, “You would be astonished at the 
perfection” of marksmanship. “The most 
inexpert hands” could regularly hit “the 
bigness of a man’s face at the distance of 
100 Yard.  Indeed I believe we have men that 
would very often hit such a mark 250 Yds.”

Madison was right. “The Colonists in America 
were the greatest weapon-using people of 
that epoch in the world,” Charles Winthrop 
Sawyer wrote in his 1900 book Firearms in 
American History. Because average Americans 
were proficient with arms, they transformed 
themselves from British subjects into 

American citizens; as a result, the Fourth of 
July is celebrated as our national birthday, 
and not mourned as a transient fit of public 
insanity—as King George had thought.

By the time of the American Civil War in 
1861-65, American arms proficiency had 
deteriorated. One reason that war lasted so 
long was the Confederate soldiers, many 
of them raised on farms, were far more 
skilled than their Union counterparts.

So, in 1871, the National Rifle Association 
of America was formed to restore America’s 
historic culture of arms proficiency. To 
the NRA founders, American arms skills 
needed much improvement if the United 
States was going to be able to maintain its 
independence and liberty in the long run.

Initially, the Association and its members 
concentrated on promoting rifle competition. 
As the Association grew, its programs 
expanded. In 1907, NRA co-founder George 
Wingate published a manual for how high 
schools could offer students marksmanship 
instruction. School programs flourished 
all over the United States. Half a century 
later, when future U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia was growing up in 
the 1950s in Queens, N.Y., he carried his 
.22 rifle on the subway to school, to use 
the range that had been built thanks to 

NRA Program Update
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NRA Program Update

It’s not too late to host an NRA Day Event in 2021!

Host an NRA Day event at your club and get free materials. Check out 
the new look of the NRA Day program with the same great benefits! New 
to NRA Day?  No problem.  We have a guidebook for that!  Don't miss out 
on the opportunity to reach potential new club members of all ages through 
this exciting program. Event themes are available for all club interests:

•	 Safety and Firearm Education Event 
•	 Basic Shooting Event
•	 Competition Event
•	 Youth SportsFest Event
•	 Shotgun Shooting
•	 NRA 3-Gun Experience
•	 Youth Hunter Education Challenge Event
•	 Special Interest Event

Register your upcoming event at no cost to your club, and receive 
NRA Day branded materials and much more.  

https://nraday.nra.org/web/default.aspx

EVENT PLANNING GUIDE
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NRA Program Update

NRA Law Enforcement 
UPDATE

We are in uncertain times due to the COVID-19 crisis, with unprecedented limitations 
compared to our normal life, we understand that our Law Enforcement Firearm 
Instructors are not able to attend the training needed for their renewal due the limitations 
and extended work requirements.  In response to the situation the NRA Law Enforcement 
Division is extending the waiving of the requirement for Continuing Education Units 
(training) to renew until December 31, 2021. This is an additional one year extension from 
the original. 

You must still apply for renewal, by completing the renewal application here: https://
le.nra.org/media/7746/recert-renewal_application.pdf, as well as paying the renewal fee. 

Additionally, the NRA Membership staff is internally limited so the processing of 
required NRA Memberships, by paper form, is proceeding slowly. We urge all instructors 
renewing their certification(s) who also need to renew their NRA Membership, to do so 
online at https://le.nra.org/, as the automated membership system will be faster. 

Please remember that if your membership lapses after the extension, or any time during 
your 3 year certification period, you will be decertified, as membership is required to 
maintain certification. 

						      Stay safe, stay healthy and be careful! 		
							       		

					     Glen Hoyer-Director  
					     NRA- Law Enforcement Division



NRA to Celebrate National Shooting Sports Month

Fairfax, VA –  NRA is excited to announce its involvement in National Shooting Sports Month, in 
partnership with the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF).

Created to encourage participation in the shooting sports and emphasize firearms safety, National Shooting 
Sports Month will take place throughout the month of August.

 “Last year’s National Shooting Sports Month was a tremendous success, thanks to hundreds of ranges 
and retailers across the country reminding people about the fun and excitement of target shooting,” said 
Zach Snow, NSSF Director, Retail & Range Business Development. “We’re thrilled to have NRA join in 
continuing the celebration of the shooting sports this year.”

Whether you’re an experienced target shooter, a hunter or a person just becoming interested in acquiring a 
first firearm and learning how to shoot, NSSF invites you to head out to the range during National Shooting 
Sports Month so you can improve your shooting and firearm safety skills. 

Visit letsgoshooting.org to learn more.

Be sure to “Like” NSSF’s Facebook page to see how others across the country are celebrating this special 
event. NSSF and NRA encourage you to share your National Shooting Sports Month experience on social 
media and to use the hashtag #LetsGoShooting. 

ABOUT NSSF
The National Shooting Sports Foundation is the trade association for the firearms industry. Its mission is to promote, 

protect and preserve hunting and the shooting sports. Formed in 1961, NSSF has a membership of more than 12,000 
manufacturers, distributors, firearms retailers, shooting ranges, sportsmen’s organizations and publishers. For more 
information, visit www.nssf.org.
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NRA Club Spotlight

Up in Smoke Firearms Training, LLC 
hosts 2nd Annual Aiming for the Bull 

3x20 Air Rifle Virtual Postal Match
The 2nd Annual Aiming for the Bull 3x20 Air Rifle Virtual Postal Match just concluded at the end of May 

2021. The Up in Smoke Firearms Training, LLC from Peoria, Arizona hosted the competition using the 
Orion electronic scoring system and the NRA rules were used for the event. 

We had 144 total competitors this year from the East to West coasts involving JROTC cadets from 20 
different high schools. 98 of the competitors competed in the Sporter division new shooter category and 
37 cadets competed in the Sporter veteran shooter category. The remaining competitors were in the 
Precision division categories. 

The Cactus High School AFJROTC (Cobras) air rifle teams were the only Arizona school representing the 
state of Arizona. Though the competitors had a short season, due to COVID-19, it did not stop them from 
giving all they had to make Arizona and their city of Glendale look terrific during the competition. The first 
year shooters from Cactus competed in the Sporter new shooter category and came in 2nd place overall. 
The leading shooter of the team, Ryder Marple was the 1st place individual top shooter while the entire 
team also took 1st place during the prone position team event. The team and Ryder brought in many 
other awards for the prone, standing, and kneeling events. The solo Precision shooter from Cactus, James 
Cook IV came in 1st place during the Precision new shooter category and his scores were so high; if he 
had competed in the veteran category he would have come in 2nd or 3rd places in the three positions. 
One thing is for sure the military instructor (Lt. Col. Roel Zamora) and Principle from the school are ecstatic 
about their results. 

One of the El Paso High School USAJROTC Teams from Texas came in 1st place for the Sporter new 
shooter category and their Sporter veteran and Precision veteran teams also came in 1st place for the 
other categories. Many of their cadets also received 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place in many of the individual and 
team position events. 

All teams and individual shooters meeting the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place award categories all received 3” 
sized medals to distinguish their hard work during competition. All competitors also received stickers to 
display on their air rifles demonstrating they participated in the competition. 

Dan Palmer, owner and master firearms instructor, as well as Cactus HS AFJROTC air rifle coach thanks 
all coaches and competitors for making this 
competition a complete success. 

The 3rd Annual Aiming for the Bull 
competition will be announced in October-
November of 2021 and the competition will 
close in January of 2022. The announcement 
will be sent out to all schools. 

Dan Palmer, Author

PICTURED RIGHT
Cactus HS AFJROTC Air Rifle Teams
L to R: Hunter Gilbreath, James Cook IV, 
Ryder Marple, Coach Dan, Tohopka 
Interpreter, and Elizabeth Williams. 
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NRA Club Spotlight

New Milford Rifle & Pistol Club 
hosts Women On Target Clinic

Given the current political climate, we as the gun community have to step up and demonstrate to 
our neighbors and the public at large, that we are a responsible and safe operation.  To help accomplish 
this, a dedicated group of volunteers recently conducted a Women on Target Clinic at the New Milford 
Rifle & Pistol Club.  Since the onset of the COVID pandemic, we noticed that our Basic Pistol Classes were 
almost all first time gun buyers who were also females.  It was time to educate this new segment of the 
gun community and hopefully have some fun doing it.  So, with that in mind, our group of instructors 
volunteered their Saturday on May 8th.

We scheduled the Clinic for a maximum of 20 participants so that we would be able to address the needs 
of everyone in a safe manner.  We had 17 participants attend the clinic.  The women that participated 
ranged in age from a very mature 21 to an enthusiastic and energetic 81!  Needless to say, we had a blast!  

While the morning consisted of classroom instruction focusing on Safety and related topics, the post 
lunch session was all about actual shooting.  Our cadre of instructors reached deep into their gun safes 
and produce a variety of shotguns, rifles and handguns for the Ladies to shoot!  Not surprisingly, the 
Muddy Girl S&W M&P 15-22 rifle was the hands down choice in the rifle category.  Rimfire pistols seemed 
to be equally divided between Ruger MK IV, S&W Victory and Browning Buckmark.  However, the S&W 
9mmEZ was the centerfire pistol of choice which this writer believes was unduly influenced by the purple 
grips. There is nothing better than seeing the expression of a beginning shooter start with their groups 
spread all over the target and then shrink to a tight group any competitive shooter would be proud of.  
Needless to say, most of the Ladies took their targets home to show their significant other.  Whether a 
challenge was issued, based on those targets, we will have to wait and see.

After the Ladies finished shooting, a demonstration on firearms cleaning was conducted.  The Ladies 
were encouraged to continue with shooting and the benefits of an NRA membership was presented.  
Since our Club is of the mindset that firearms training is crucial to safe and responsible firearms ownership, 
all attendees were given a discount coupon for additional firearms training at the Club.

The only question from the cadre of volunteer instructors was, when is the next Women on Target Clinic 
scheduled for?  Needless to say, everyone had a blast!
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NRA Clubs & 
Associations 

Recognizes 2019 NRA 
Donn C. DiBiasio 
Outstanding Club 

Award Winner

Since 1958, the Oklahoma City Gun Club has served central Oklahoma with one of the nation’s largest 
volunteer gun communities and outdoor ranges. From the events hosted onsite to our large volunteer 
base of instructors, we have provided club members and visitors training in the safe handling and 
keeping of firearms, improved marksmanship, competition opportunities, and a lifelong love of the 
shooting sports. With over 20 active divisions our 2000+ members enjoy a wide range of shooting sports 
on over 600 acres near Lake Arcadia. Many of our members hold multiple firearm instruction certifications 
from organizations such as the NRA, and NSSA, and volunteer their time to train our members, guest, 
law enforcement, military, and first responders. This makes our surrounding cities informed and safer. 
Our primary mission at the Oklahoma City Gun Club is to provide a positive, fun, educational and safe 
experience for anyone interested in firearms and the shooting sports all the while building and growing 
strong and safe communities throughout our surrounding areas.



18 • NRA CLUB CONNECTION • Summer 2021

NRA Business Alliance Spotlight

Tips to Have a 
Safe and Enjoyable 
Time at the Gun 
Range

Reprint Permission Granted 
by MT2, LLC – Firing Range 
Services

 

Visiting the gun range should be an enjoyable experience for everyone. However, most first-timers 
at a gun range are hesitant and don’t know what to do. Yet, once they learn the ropes, in most cases it 
becomes a hobby for them.

Guns aren’t just there for fun, they’re also meant for self-defense. That’s only one of the many reasons 
why you should be careful with handling firearms, especially inside a gun range. Here are some tips to 
have a safe and enjoyable time at a gun range.

Safety should be your most important priority when you’re spending your time in a gun range. Guns 
should always be respected and you should never shy from asking help from firearms instructors and 
other shooters in the gun range. Use the following tips to have a safe and enjoyable experience during 
your time in the gun range.

 
Take a Firearms Safety Class
If you want to go to the gun range well-prepared, then you should consider taking firearms safety 

classes. Knowing how firearms work will make your shooting experience a lot safer and enjoyable in the 
gun range.

If you don’t have the time or money to take firearms safety classes, here are some pointers you can 
follow according to the National Shooting Sports Foundation:

•	 Always keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
•	 Always keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot.
•	 Always keep the gun unloaded until you are ready to use it.
•	 Always know your target and what is beyond it.

Following these safety pointers inside the gun range not only 
for your safety but for other people as well.

Get Yourself Protective Gear
While some gun ranges provide eye and ear protection, they usually give it out for a price. While it 

doesn’t amount to much, if you frequently visit the gun range then it can increase over time. Getting 
yourself your own eye and ear protective gear is cost-efficient. Additionally, it’s better to have one ready 
just in case the gun range doesn’t have one.
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Also buying some firearm accessories can make your life easier in the gun range. Buying a backpack 
to use at the range will help you store your firearms and accessories in an organized manner will surely 
make your time in the gun range enjoyable.

 
Having a range backpack or a gun case also helps keep your firearms out of reach from children and 

other people. People might mistake you for an active shooter or a robber when you walk in carrying your 
gun. That’s why it’s better to have your gun stored inside a range backpack or gun case.

Ask for Help
Most gun ranges have experienced and professional firearms instructors that would gladly help you 

if you are having trouble with something. Especially if you’re a first timer, asking for help will make your 
experience in the gun range more enjoyable

 
This holds true if you’re renting out a gun and testing it out. You don’t know a thing or two about it, so 

it’s better to let a firearms instructor teach you the basics about it before firing them in the gun range.

Some people have accidents in the gun range because they think they know how to fire different guns 
but really don’t know how to properly use a gun. Don’t be one of those guys or it might cost you your life.

Wash Your Hands After a Shooting Session
Gun residue like lead and bullet dust are always present when you fire a gun. This residue can stick to 

your body, especially your hands. You might accidentally ingest it or let it touch your eyes, face, or mouth. 
Lead can be dangerous to your body so make sure you practice proper hygiene.

 
Make sure you wash your hands after you finished shooting in the gun range. Use soap and water to 

remove the gun residue in your hands. Include up until your elbows for good measure.
 
Some gun ranges offer lead-cleaning solutions like lead-cleaning hand wipes and soap that effectively 

remove lead particles. If they’re available in the gun range, make use of them. Additionally, the best gun 
ranges are diligent about keeping up with a lead maintenance cleaning program.

Conclusion
If you follow the tips above, you’re sure of a safe and enjoyable time at a gun range. Don’t be too tense 

and let other people help you out and make sure you come well-prepared before you go in the gun 
range.

MT2 specializes in providing environmental firing range services, and lead remediation.
We are the nation’s #1 largest professional contractor for all your indoor and outdoor firing range 

service needs including:
•	  Lead cleaning services,
• 	 Lead reclamation & Brass recycle
•	 Range Maintenance, HVAC systems support
• 	 Consulting and Assessment by our OSHA/EPA experts!
•	 Range Construction and Renovation
•	 Lead Remediation & Abatement
 

You Operate a Firing Range. We Get the Lead Out!™
Contact MT2 Firing Range Services today for your free no obligation quote 

for Shooting Range Lead Decontamination - www.mt2.com



Proudly Serving the Shooting and 
Outdoor Sports Industries Since 2012

Gearfire is your End-To-End Business Technology Provider

AXIS Point Of Sale Software
Trusted by 70% of NSSF 5-Star Ranges

 » Enterprise Level Retail Management Software with  
Built-In FFL Compliance

 » The Only ATF Approved Digital Storage of Form 4473

 » Industry-Specific Applications for Shooting and Outdoor 
Sports Retailers

 » Distributor Inventory Streams Provide Endless Isle for 
Automatic Replenishment of your Stock

 » Module-Based Pricing so Retailers Only Pay for Features 
Needed

Gearfire eCommerce
Start Selling Online Fast

 » Offer Customers Up to $1B in Live Streaming 
Inventory

 » Responsive Design Lets Consumers Shop 
from Any Device

 » Easily Offer your Own Specialty or Niche 
Products

 » Set Your Own Pricing / Margins

 » Fully Integrated with Gearfire Payments, 
AXIS Point Of Sale and Gearfire Marketing

WHY GO



During a Rose Garden ceremony in mid-April, 
President Biden announced six Executive Actions. While 
his actions were pretty vague, some of them have 
progressed in recent weeks, so below is an update of 
what these 6 actions were, and what we can do to fight 
against them.

1)	 “The Justice Department, within 30 days, will 
issue a proposed rule to help stop the proliferation of 
‘Ghost Guns.’” On May 21st, ATF published a new 
proposed rule in the Federal Register, which triggered 
the opening of the proposed rule to public comments. 
You can read more about this rule here, and submit 
your own comment here. Public comments will remain 
open until August 19th. While this rule does seek to 
destroy the ability to privately manufacture firearms, it 
goes well beyond that and, in effect, would mean that 
manufacturers would need to get pre-approval from ATF 
for new firearm designs.

2)	 “The Justice Department, within 60 days, will 
issue a proposed rule to make clear when a device 
marketed as a stabilizing brace effectively turns a pistol 
into a short-barreled rifle subject to the requirements 
of the National Firearms Act.” On June 10th, ATF 
published a proposed rule dealing with “stabilizing 
braces”, which again triggered the opening of the public 
comment period. You can read more about the proposed 
rule here, and submit your comments (by September 8th) 
here. Since 2012, ATF has recognized that stabilizing 
braces serve a legitimate function and should not be 
subject to the provisions of NFA- that is, until now.

3)	 “The Justice Department, within 60 days, will 
publish model ‘red flag’ legislation for states.” On Monday, 
June 7th, the Department of Justice issued commentary 
for Extreme Risk Protection Order Model Legislation, 

which you can read here. Currently, no action on your 
part is needed for this, but if your state decides to try 
to adopt this legislation, we will need for you to engage 
with your state elected officials to let them know that you 
oppose its adoption.    

4)	 “The Administration is investing in evidence-
based community violence interventions.” There hasn’t 
been any announcement as to what this will look like, 
but your NRA-ILA will update you when we learn more 
about what these programs will entail. 

5)	 “The Justice Department will issue an annual 
report on firearms trafficking.” Again, no action has been 
taken yet, although the last time the ATF issued this 
report, the agency found “[t]he most frequent type of 
trafficking channel identified in ATF investigations is 
straw purchasing from federally licensed firearm dealers.” 
Straw purchasing is already illegal, although President 
Biden claims the government has no time to prosecute 
these “paperwork violations” – so it is odd he would 
choose to pursue this path. 

6)	 During this Rose Garden ceremony, President 
Biden also announced his nomination of David Chipman 
to lead the ATF. David Chipman is a radical gun 
control lobbyist who believes that, not only should the 
most commonly owned sporting rifles in American be 
banned from further production, but that the millions 
currently in circulation should be confiscated! At the 
time of this article being written, David Chipman’s 
nomination has been scheduled for a vote in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. If he is voted out of Committee, 
his nomination will then be headed to the floor of the 
Senate. If he hasn’t been voted on yet, please contact 
your U.S. Senators today to tell them you oppose his 
Confirmation as ATF Director! 

What You Need to Know and Do 
About Biden's Execuive Actions

NRA-ILA Update

UPDATE
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	 With the rise in anti-gun activity at the Federal 
level, your Grassroots team could use your help! We need 
for you to formulate your own comments on both of the 
proposed rule changes by ATF and submit them. We are 
also always looking to find members willing to help us 
educate their communities on the dangers of anti-gun 
laws and how they would impact law abiding citizens. If 
you want to get involved in the fight for our 

Shop Now

This year the NRA celebrates a momentous 150 years as America’s oldest 
and most successful civil-rights organization! Show your NRA pride and get 

your NRA 150 Years Strong gear today only at the official NRAstore.

100% of NRAstore profits 
go directly to support 

NRA programs
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AL STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASS'N
	 2009 Rodgers Drive
	 Huntsville, AL 35811
	 205-655-3730
Eambhm1@aol.com

AK OUTDOOR COUNCIL, INC. 
310 K St Ste 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501  
907-740-1702

www.alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

AZ STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASS'N 
P.O. Box 74424 
Phoenix, AZ 85087 
623-687-4251

www.asrpa.com

AR RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N 
P.O. Box 2348 
Conway, AR 72003 
501-327-4702

arkansasrifle.com

CA RIFLE & PISTOL ASS'N, INC.
	 271 E Imperial Hwy Ste 620
	 Fullerton, CA 92835 

714-992-2772
www.crpa.org

CO STATE SHOOTING ASS'N 
P.O.Box 519

	 Elizabeth, CO 80107 
719-966-7512

www.cssa.org

CT STATE RIFLE & REVOLVER ASS'N 
P.O. Box 754 
North Haven, CT 06473 
860-480-4600

www.csrra.com

DE STATE SPORTSMEN’S ASS'N 
P.O. Box 94 
Lincoln, DE 19960

	 www.dssa.us

FL SPORT SHOOTING ASS'N, INC. 
P.O.Box 56261 
Jacksonville, FL 32241 
904-880-1715

www.flssa.org

GA SPORT SHOOTING ASS’N 
880 Marietta Highway - PO Box 351 
Roswell, GA, 30075 
478-955-7068 

www.gssainc.org

HI RIFLE ASSOCIATION
	 PO Box 543
	 Kailua, HI 96734
	 808-224-2824
www.hawaiirifleassociation.org

ID STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N
	 PO Box 140293
	 Boise, ID 83714-0293 

208-900-1911
www.idahosrpa.org

IL STATE RIFLE ASS'N, INC. 
P.O. Box 637 420 E. Locust St. 
Chatsworth, IL 60921 
815-635-3198

www.isra.org

IN STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASS'N, INC. 
P.O. Box 40025

	 Indianapolis, IN 46240
	 812-534-3258 
www.isrpa.org

IA FIREARMS COALITION 
PO Box 310 
Moville, IA 51039 
515-423-0391

www.iowafc.org

KS STATE RIFLE ASS'N 
P.O. Box 219 
Bonner Springs, KS 66012 
913-608-1910

www.kansasrifle.org

LEAGUE of KY SPORTSMEN, INC. 
1116 Hume Rd 

	 Lexington, KY 40516 
859-858-0135

www.kentuckysportsmen.com

LA  SHOOTING ASS'N 
350 Quill Ct. 
Slidell, LA 70461 
985-781-4174

www.louisianashooting.com

ME PINE TREE STATE R&P ASS'N, INC
	 14 Pine Road 
	 Wiscasset, ME 04578 
	 207-882-4713
www.mainerpa.org

MD STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASS'N
	 341 Whitfield Rd
	 Catonsville, MD 21228
	 410-838-1734
www.msrpa.org

(MA) GUN OWNERS’ ACTION LEAGUE 
PO Box 567, 361 W Main St 
Northborough, MA 01606 
508-393-5333

www.goal.org

MI RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N 
P.O. Box 71 
Marshall, MI 49068-0071

	 269-781-1223
www.michrpa.com

MN RIFLE & REVOLVER ASS'N, INC. 
P.O. Box 143 

	 Farmington, MN 55024  
320-968-6898

www.mrra.org

MS STATE FIREARM OWNERS ASS'N 
PO Box 2486

	 McComb, MS 39130 
msfoa.tripod.com

MO SPORT SHOOTING ASS’N 
6140 N. Wagon Trail Rd.

	 Columbia, MO 65202-9658  
573-449-2849

www.missourisportshooting.org

MT RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N 
P.O. Box 48 
Ramsay, MT 59748 
406-579-8694 (weekends only) 

www.mtrpa.org

NE MARKSMANSHIP ASS’N 
PO Box 390311 
Omaha, NE 68139 
402-880-4868

www.nemarksmanship.com

NV FIREARMS COALITION 
5575 Simmons St, Ste I-176 
North Las Vegas, NV 89031

	 702-353-5935
www.nvfac.org 

GUN OWNERS OF NH, INC. 
P.O. Box 847 
Concord, NH 03302-0487 
603-225-4664

www.gonh.org

ASS'N OF NJ R&P CLUBS, INC. 
5 Sicomac Rd Ste 292 
North Haledon, NJ 07508

	 973-764-4100 
www.anjrpc.org

NM SHOOTING SPORTS ASS'N, INC. 
P.O. Box 93433 
Albuquerque, NM 87199 
505-990-1802

www.nmssa.org

NY STATE R&P ASS’N, INC. 
713 Columbia Pike 
East Greenbush, NY 12061 
518-272-2654

www.nysrpa.org

NC RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N 
P.O. Box 4116 
Pinehurst, NC 28374 
910-639-4742

www.ncrpa.org

NRA  Affiliated State Associations
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ND SHOOTING SPORTS ASS'N 
P.O. Box 228  
Bismarck, ND 58502

	 701-255-4601
www.ndssa.org

OH RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N 
PO Box 1201 

	 Morehead, KY 40351-5201 
	 330-714-3597
www.orpa.net

OK RIFLE ASS'N 
P.O. Box 280 

	 Maud, OK 74854-0280 
	 405-374-9262
www.oklarifle.org

OR STATE SHOOTING ASS’N
	 P.O. Box 231191 
	 Portland, OR 97281-1161
	 503-635-5874
www.ossa.org

PA RIFLE & PISTOL ASS'N
www.pennarifleandpistol.org

GUN RIGHTS & SAFETY ASS'N OF PR  
PO Box 191919 
San Juan, PR 00919-1919 
787-691-1919

www.grsapr.org

RI 2nd AMENDMENT COALITION 
928 Atwood Ave 
Johnston, RI 02919 
401-944-1600

www.ri2nd.org

GUN OWNERS OF SC 
P.O. Box 211 
Little Mountain, SC 29075 
803-345-5761

www.gosc.org

SD SHOOTING SPORTS ASS'N
	 PO Box 956
	 Pierre, SD 570501
	 650-660-1059
www.sdshootingsports.org

TN SHOOTING SPORTS ASS'N, INC. 
4442 Gray's Point Rd 
Joelton, TN 37080 
615-491-2633

www.tennesseeshootingsportsassociation.org

TX STATE RIFLE ASS'N 
P.O. Box 2140

	 Bastrop, TX 78640 
512-615-4200

www.tsra.com

UT STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASS’N 
2718 E. 9725 South 

	 Sandy, UT 84092-3405  
801-942-6529 

usrpa.org 

VT FED'N OF SPRTMN’S CLUBS, INC. 
PO Box 225 

	 Lyndonville, VT 05851   
802-535-7111 

www.vtfsc.com

VA SHOOTING SPORTS ASS’N 
P.O. Box 1258 
Orange, VA 22960 
540-672-5848

www.myvssa.org

WA STATE R&P ASS'N,  INC. 
P.O. Box 64971

	 University Place, WA 98464
	 253-439-8622
www.wsrpa.net

WV STATE RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOC. 
PO Box 553 

	 Charles Town, WV 25414  
304-539-2944

www.wvasrpa.org

WISCONSIN FORCE 
PO Box 130 
Seymour, WI 54165 
607-799-3539 

www.wisconsinfirearmowners.org

WY STATE SHOOTING ASS'N, INC. 
Box 942

	 Worland, WY 82401 
307-335-9323

www.wyossa.com

NRA  Affiliated State Associations
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NRA Field Representative Directory
Director of Field Staff	 		  Alfred L. "Al" Hammond III	 ahammond@nrahq.org

EASTERN REGION

Eastern Regional Director			   Bryan Hoover	 bhoover@nrahq.org

Area 2 (NY, CT, MA, ME, NH, VT, RI)		  Bruce McGowan		  bmcgowan@nrahq.org

Area 4 (DE, NJ, Eastern PA)			   Kory Enck		  kenck@nrahq.org

Area 5 (Western PA)				    Bob Tekavec		  rtekavec@nrahq.org

Area 7 (WV, Western VA, Western MD, KY)	 Michael Swackhamer		  mswackhamer@nrahq.org

Area 45 (DC, Eatern MD, Eastern VA)		  David Wells		  dwells@nrahq.org

Area 49 (OH)					    Marc Peugeot		  mpeugeot@nrahq.org

Area 51 (MI)					     Allan Herman		  aherman@nrahq.org

CENTRAL REGION

Central Regional Director			   Donald Higgs		  dhiggs@nrahq.org

Area 14 (IN)					     Josh Toennessen		  jtoennessen@nrahq.org

Area 17 (WI)					     Tylor Flynn				           tflynn@nrahq.org

Area 18 (IL)					     Jason Wolfe				    jwolfe@nrahq.org

Area 21 (MN)					    Eric Linder		  elinder@nrahq.org

Area 19 (MO) 				    Tim Besancenez		  tbesancenez@nrahq.org

Area 23 (IA, NE)				    Dennis Conger		  dconger@nrahq.org

Area 29 (WY, UT)				    Logan Duff		  lduff@nrahq.org

SOUTHERN REGION

Southern Regional Director			   Mike Webb		  mwebb@nrahq.org

Area 9 (SC, Eastern NC)			   Nathan Cantrell	 ncantrell@nrahq.org

Area 42 (Western NC)				   Doug Merrill	 rmerrill@nrahq.org 

Area 48 (FL)					     Tom Knight	                                tknight@nrahq.org         

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION

South Central Regional Director			   Tom Ulik			  tulik@nrahq.org

Area 20 (OK, KS)				    Tyler Kirby           				       tkirby@nrahq.org       

Area 44 (Eastern & Northern TX)		  Liz Foley				   efoley@nrahq.org

Area 26 (Southern & Western TX)		  Tyler Ward		  tward@nrahq.org

Area 30 (CO)					     Brad Dreier		  bdrier@nrahq.org
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WESTERN REGION

Western Regional Director			   Brad Kruger		  bkruger@nrahq.org

Area 28 (MT)					    Joseph Crismore		  jcrismore@nrahq.org

Area 33 (ID)					     Steve Vreeland		  svreeland@nrahq.org

Area 38 (AK)					     Greg Stephens		  gstephens@nrahq.org

Area 35 (Northern CA)				    Daniel Wilhelm		  dwilhelm@nrahq.org

Area 46 (Eastern CA, NVW)			   Cole Beverly		  cbeverly@nrahq.org

Area 50 (Mid & Southern California)		  Sheila Boer		  sboer@nrahq.org



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
11250 Waples Mill Road
Fairfax, VA 22030

Like us on Facebook
NRA Community Engagement

DOES YOUR CHILD KNOW 
WHAT TO DO IF HE OR 
SHE FINDS A GUN?
The Eddie Eagle GunSafe® Program was developed in  
1988 as a firearm accident prevention program seeking to help 
parents, law enforcement, community groups, and educators 
navigate a topic paramount to our children’s safety.

For over 30 years, the program has taught children  
what to do if they find a gun: 

STOP! Don’t Touch. Run Away. Tell A Grown Up. 
In fact, over 31 million children have received Eddie’s important 
message since the program began.

In 2015, the program evolved with a fresh new look and some new 
friends for Eddie—his Wing Team. Together they remind children 
of Eddie’s important message. The program is designed for Pre-K 
through 4th graders and provides the tools to help parents and 
educators bring up an important safety issue with children in a fun 
and interactive way. Through a special kid-friendly web page, the 
Eddie Eagle Tree House, children are able to explore lessons, read 
storybooks, print coloring pages, watch Eddie’s video, and more!

For the full Eddie Eagle  
experience visit

EDDIEEAGLE.COM 
and watch Eddie’s video and  

take his challenge! 


